
Welcome 
 
Prelude 
 
Opening Hymn 
507 Holy, Holy, Holy sts. 1–4 

1 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
    Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee; 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
    God in three persons, blessèd Trinity! 

 
2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee, 

    Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, 
    Which wert and art and evermore shalt be. 

 
3 Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee, 

    Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see, 
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee, 
    Perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity. 

 
4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

    All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea. 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
    God in three persons, blessèd Trinity! 

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783–1826 
Text: Public domain 

 

Invocation 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a 
poor, sinful being. 

 
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus 

Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work 
in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 34:8–10; antiphon: Psalm 145:16 
P  You open your hand; you satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
C  Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! Blessèd is the man who takes refuge in him! 
P  Oh, fear the LORD, you his saints, for those who fear him have no lack! 
C  The young lions suffer want and hunger; but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing. 



C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
P  You open your hand; you satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
 

Hymn of Praise 
821 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 

1 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; 
    His the scepter, His the throne; 
Alleluia! His the triumph, 
    His the victory alone. 
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion 
    Thunder like a mighty flood: 
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation 
    Has redeemed us by His blood.” 

 
2 Alleluia! Not as orphans 

    Are we left in sorrow now; 
Alleluia! He is near us; 
    Faith believes, nor questions how. 
Though the cloud from sight received Him 
    When the forty days were o’er, 
Shall our hearts forget His promise: 
    “I am with you evermore”? 

 
3 Alleluia! Bread of heaven, 

    Here on earth our food, our stay; 
Alleluia! Here the sinful 
    Flee to You from day to day. 
Intercessor, Friend of sinners, 
    Earth’s Redeemer, hear our plea 
Where the songs of all the sinless 
    Sweep across the crystal sea. 

 
4 Alleluia! King eternal, 

    Lord omnipotent we own; 
Alleluia! Born of Mary, 
    Earth Your footstool, heav’n Your throne. 
As within the veil You entered, 
    Robed in flesh, our great High Priest, 
Here on earth both priest and victim 
    In the eucharistic feast. 

 
5 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; 

    His the scepter, His the throne; 
Alleluia! His the triumph, 
    His the victory alone. 
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion 
    Thunder like a mighty flood: 
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation 
    Has redeemed us by His blood.” 

Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Salutation and Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P We pray. 

Gracious Father, Your blessed Son came down from heaven to be the true bread that gives life to the world. Grant that Christ, the bread of 
life, may live in us and we in Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading 1 Kings 19:1–8 
 1Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the prophets with the sword. 2Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, 
saying, “So may the gods do to me and more also, if I do not make your life as the life of one of them by this time tomorrow.” 3Then he was 
afraid, and he arose and ran for his life and came to Beersheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his servant there. 



 4But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness and came and sat down under a broom tree. And he asked that he might die, saying, 
“It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life, for I am no better than my fathers.” 5And he lay down and slept under a broom tree. And behold, 
an angel touched him and said to him, “Arise and eat.” 6And he looked, and behold, there was at his head a cake baked on hot stones and a jar of 
water. And he ate and drank and lay down again. 7And the angel of the LORD came again a second time and touched him and said, “Arise and eat, 
for the journey is too great for you.” 8And he arose and ate and drank, and went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb, 
the mount of God. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Choir Anthem                                                                  “Lamb of God” Paris 
 
Epistle Ephesians 4:17—5:2 

 17This I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds. 18They are darkened in their 
understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart. 19They have become 
callous and have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of impurity. 20But that is not the way you learned Christ!— 
21assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, 22to put off your old self, which belongs to your 
former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, 23and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24and to put on the new self, 
created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. 
 25Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of another. 26Be angry 
and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27and give no opportunity to the devil. 28Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him 
labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need. 29Let no corrupting talk come out of 
your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. 30And do not grieve the Holy 
Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away 
from you, along with all malice. 32Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. 
 1Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and 
sacrifice to God. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn 
540 Christ, the Word of God Incarnate 

1 Christ, the Word of God incarnate, 
    Lord and Son of Abraham; 
Christ, the radiance of the Father, 
    Perfect God, the great I AM; 
Christ, the light, You shine unvanquished, 
    Light and life You bring to all; 
Light our path with Your own presence, 
    Grant us grace to heed Your call. 

 
2 Christ, the living bread from heaven, 

    Food for body, food for soul; 
Christ, the manna daily given, 
    Nourish, strengthen, make us whole. 
Feed us with the food of heaven, 
    Foretaste of the feast to be; 
Quench our thirst with living water 
    Springing up eternally. 

 
3 Christ, the shoot that springs triumphant 

    From the stump of Jesse’s tree; 
Christ, true vine, You nurture branches 
    To bear fruit abundantly. 
Graft us into You, O Savior; 
    Prune our hearts so we remain 
Fruitful branches in Your vineyard 
    Till eternal life we gain. 

 
4 Christ, our good and faithful shepherd, 

    Watching all Your lambs and sheep; 
Christ, the gate that guards the sheepfold, 
    Never-failing vigil keep. 



When we stray, Good Shepherd, seek us, 
    Find us, lift us, bear us home; 
Lamb of God, our shepherd, keep us; 
    Let us hear Your voice alone. 

 
5 Christ, the way that leads unfailing 

    To the Father’s home on high, 
Christ, the truth that frees the captive, 
    Christ, the life that cannot die. 
Mediator to the Father, 
    Sacrifice and great High Priest: 
Lead us to Your heav’nly mansions, 
    There to share Your wedding feast. 

 
D 6 Christ, the Alpha and Omega, 

    Christ, the firstborn from the dead, 
Christ, the life and resurrection, 
    Christ, the Church’s glorious head: 
Praise and thanks and adoration 
    And unending worship be 
To the Father and the Spirit 
    And to You eternally. 

Text: Steven P. Mueller, 1964 
Text: © 2001 Steven P. Mueller. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110433993 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 3:1–12 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3For this is he who 
was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
 make his paths straight.’” 

4Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem and all 
Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 9And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for 
I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 10Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore 
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into 
the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day 
344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

1 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
Announces that the Lord is nigh; 
Awake and hearken, for he brings 
Glad tidings of the King of kings! 

 
2 Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; 

Make straight the way for God within, 
And let us all our hearts prepare 
For Christ to come and enter there. 

 
3 We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, 

Our refuge and our great reward; 
Without Thy grace we waste away 
Like flow’rs that wither and decay. 

 



4 Lay on the sick Thy healing hand 
And make the fallen strong to stand; 
Show us the glory of Thy face 
Till beauty springs in ev’ry place. 

 
D 5 All praise, eternal Son, to Thee 

Whose advent sets Thy people free, 
Whom with the Father we adore 
And Holy Spirit evermore. 

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. composite 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon                                                                “The Reign of God is at Hand” Matthew 3:1–12 
 

Creedal Hymn 
953 We All Believe in One True God 

1 We all believe in one true God, 
    Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Ever-present help in need, 
    Praised by all the heav’nly host; 
All He made His love enfolds, 
All creation He upholds. 

 
2 We all believe in Jesus Christ, 

    Son of God and Mary’s son, 
Who descended from His throne 
    And for us salvation won; 
By whose cross and death are we 
Rescued from all misery. 

 
3 We all confess the Holy Ghost, 

    Who from both in truth proceeds, 
Who sustains and comforts us 
    In all trials, fears, and needs. 
Blessèd, holy Trinity, 
Praise forever be to Thee! 

Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as Christ our Lord has taught us and freely promised to hear 

us. 
  
God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on earth, and grant us grace that Your holy name be hallowed by us 
and all the world through the pure and true teaching of Your Word and the fervent love shown forth in our lives. Graciously turn from us all 
false doctrine and evil living whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and profaned. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all transgressors and those who are blinded and bound in the devil’s kingdom to know 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith that the number of Christians may be increased. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, in the midst of both good and evil things, that our own wills 

may be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we commend [name(s)] and all who are in 
need, praying for them at all times: Thy will be done. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us trust in You to provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our hearts may be at peace and may rejoice in a good conscience 

before You, and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our flesh, to turn from the world and its ways, and to overcome 

the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 



C Amen. 
  

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Offering 
 

Benedicamus LSB 218 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart 
411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

1 I want to walk as a child of the light. 
I want to follow Jesus. 
God set the stars to give light to the world. 
The star of my life is Jesus. Refrain 

 
ref In Him there is no darkness at all. 

The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 
2 I want to see the brightness of God. 

I want to look at Jesus. 
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, 
And show me the way to the Father. Refrain 

 
3 I’m looking for the coming of Christ. 

I want to be with Jesus. 
When we have run with patience the race, 
We shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain 

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934 
Text: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110433993 
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