
Welcome 
 
Prelude 
 
Opening Hymn 
545 Word of God, Come Down on Earth 

1 Word of God, come down on earth, 
    Living rain from heav’n descending; 
Touch our hearts and bring to birth 
    Faith and hope and love unending. 
Word almighty, we revere You; 
Word made flesh, we long to hear You. 

 
2 Word eternal, throned on high, 

    Word that brought to life creation, 
Word that came from heav’n to die, 
    Crucified for our salvation, 
Saving Word, the world restoring, 
Speak to us, Your love outpouring. 

 
3 Word that caused blind eyes to see, 

    Speak and heal our mortal blindness; 
Deaf we are: our healer be; 
    Loose our tongues to tell Your kindness. 
Be our Word in pity spoken, 
Heal the world, by sin now broken. 

 
4 Word that speaks God’s tender love, 

    One with God beyond all telling, 
Word that sends us from above, 
    God the Spirit, with us dwelling, 
Word of truth, to all truth lead us; 
Word of life, with one bread feed us. 

Text: James Quinn, 1919–2010 
Text: © 1969 OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110433993 

 

Invocation 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in 

the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, 
word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy 
of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 
P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which 

You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive 
our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 



Introit Psalm 31:14–16; antiphon: v. 24 
P  Be strong, and let your heart take courage, all you who wait for the LORD! 
C  But I trust in you, O LORD; I say, “You are my God.” 
P  My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies and from my persecutors! 
C  Make your face shine on your servant; save me in your steadfast love! 
C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
P  Be strong, and let your heart take courage, all you who wait for the LORD! 
 

Kyrie  LSB 204 
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis  LSB 204 
C 1 To God on high be glory 

    And peace to all the earth; 
    Goodwill from God in heaven 
    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 
    We praise and bless You, Father; 
    Your holy name, we sing— 
    Our thanks for Your great glory, 
    Lord God, our heav’nly King. 
  
2 To You, O sole-begotten, 
    The Father’s Son, we pray; 
    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 
    You take our sins away. 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 
    Receive our heartfelt cry, 
    Where You in pow’r are seated 
    At God’s right hand on high— 
  
3 For You alone are holy; 
    You only are the Lord. 
    Forever and forever, 
    Be worshiped and adored; 
    You with the Holy Spirit 
    Alone are Lord Most High, 
    In God the Father’s glory. 
    “Amen!” our glad reply. 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Salutation and Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, our support and defense in every need, continue to preserve Your Church in safety, govern her by Your goodness, and 
bless her with Your peace; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 50:4–10 
4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of those who are taught, that I may know how to sustain with a word him who is weary. Morning by 
morning he awakens; he awakens my ear to hear as those who are taught. 
5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious; I turned not backward. 
6I gave my back to those who strike, and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; I hid not my face from disgrace and spitting. 
7But the Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be put 
to shame. 
8He who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who is my adversary? Let him come near to me. 
9Behold, the Lord GOD helps me; who will declare me guilty? Behold, all of them will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat them up. 
10Who among you fears the LORD and obeys the voice of his servant? Let him who walks in darkness and has no light trust in the name of the 
LORD and rely on his God. 

  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 



C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle James 3:1–12 
 1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For we all 
stumble in many ways, and if anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body. 3If we put bits 
into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we guide their whole bodies as well. 4Look at the ships also: though they are so large and are 
driven by strong winds, they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it 
boasts of great things. 
 How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our 
members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. 7For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and 
sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, 8but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 
9With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come blessing 
and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and salt water? 12Can a 
fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt pond yield fresh water. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia and Verse  
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 9:14–29 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 14When they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them, and scribes arguing with them. 15And immediately all the crowd, 
when they saw him, were greatly amazed and ran up to [Jesus] and greeted him. 16And he asked them, “What are you arguing about with 
them?” 17And someone from the crowd answered him, “Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has a spirit that makes him mute. 18And 
whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast it out, and 
they were not able.” 19And he answered them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him 
to me.” 20And they brought the boy to him. And when the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled 
about, foaming at the mouth. 21And Jesus asked his father, “How long has this been happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood. 22And it 
has often cast him into fire and into water, to destroy him. But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.” 23And Jesus said to 
him, “If you can! All things are possible for one who believes.” 24Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my 
unbelief!” 25And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You mute and deaf spirit, I 
command you, come out of him and never enter him again.” 26And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like 
a corpse, so that most of them said, “He is dead.” 27But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. 28And when he had entered 
the house, his disciples asked him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” 29And he said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by anything 
but prayer.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 
of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for 
us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom 
will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge 
one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Hymn of the Day 
611 Chief of Sinners Though I Be 

1 Chief of sinners though I be, 
Jesus shed His blood for me, 
Died that I might live on high, 



Lives that I might never die. 
As the branch is to the vine, 
I am His, and He is mine. 

 
2 Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, 

Higher than the heav’ns above, 
Deeper than the depths of sea, 
Lasting as eternity! 
Love that found me—wondrous thought! 
Found me when I sought Him not. 

 
3 Only Jesus can impart 

Balm to heal the wounded heart, 
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, 
Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n, 
Faith and hope to walk with God 
In the way that Enoch trod. 

 
4 Chief of sinners though I be, 

Christ is all in all to me; 
All my wants to Him are known, 
All my sorrows are His own. 
He sustains the hidden life 
Safe with Him from earthly strife. 

 
5 O my Savior, help afford 

By Your Spirit and Your Word! 
When my wayward heart would stray, 
Keep me in the narrow way; 
Grace in time of need supply 
While I live and when I die. 

Text: William McComb, 1793–1873, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon                                                                                 “Tongues” James 3:1-12 
Offering 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 

everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love 
shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might 
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and 
death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus  LSB 208 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 



Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
  
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their 
children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and 
made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
  
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat 
and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood. 
  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei  LSB 210 
C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 
    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
  
2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    You take the sin of the world away; 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
    And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Distribution 
 

Distribution Hymn 
642 O Living Bread from Heaven 

1 O living Bread from heaven, 
    How well You feed your guest! 
The gifts that You have given 
    Have filled my heart with rest. 
Oh, wondrous food of blessing, 
    Oh, cup that heals our woes! 
My heart, this gift possessing, 
    With praises overflows. 

 
2 My Lord, You here have led me 

    To this most holy place 
And with Yourself have fed me 
    The treasures of Your grace; 
For You have freely given 
    What earth could never buy, 
The bread of life from heaven, 
    That now I shall not die. 

 
3 You gave me all I wanted; 

    This food can death destroy. 
And You have freely granted 
    The cup of endless joy. 
My Lord, I do not merit 



    The favor You have shown, 
And all my soul and spirit 
    Bow down before Your throne. 

 
4 Lord, grant me then, thus strengthened 

    With heav’nly food, while here 
My course on earth is lengthened, 
    To serve with holy fear. 
And when You call my spirit 
    To leave this world below, 
I enter, through Your merit, 
    Where joys unmingled flow. 

Text: Johann Rist, 1607–67; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Distribution Hymn 
633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 

1 At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 
Praise to our victorious King, 
Who has washed us in the tide 
Flowing from His piercèd side. 
    Alleluia! 

 
2 Praise we Him, whose love divine 

Gives His sacred blood for wine, 
Gives His body for the feast— 
Christ the victim, Christ the priest. 
    Alleluia! 

 
3 Where the paschal blood is poured, 

Death’s dread angel sheathes the sword; 
Israel’s hosts triumphant go 
Through the wave that drowns the foe. 
    Alleluia! 

 
4 Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, 

Paschal victim, paschal bread; 
With sincerity and love 
Eat we manna from above. 
    Alleluia! 

 
5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 
You have conquered in the fight, 
You have brought us life and light. 
    Alleluia! 

 
6 Now no more can death appall, 

Now no more the grave enthrall; 
You have opened paradise, 
And Your saints in You shall rise. 
    Alleluia! 

 
7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 
Newborn souls in You to be. 
    Alleluia! 

 
D 8 Father, who the crown shall give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 
Spirit, guide through all our days: 
Three in One, Your name we praise. 
    Alleluia! 

Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt. 
Text: Public domain 



 

Nunc Dimittis   LSB 211 
C 1 O Lord, now let Your servant  depart in heav’nly peace, 

    For I have seen the glory of Your redeeming grace: 
    A light to lead the Gentiles unto Your holy hill, 
    The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel. 
  
2 All glory to the Father, all glory to the Son, 
    All glory to the Spirit, forever Three in One; 
    For as in the beginning, is now, shall ever be, 
    God’s triune name resounding through all eternity. 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 
P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You 
that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our 
hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart 
696 O God, My Faithful God 

1 O God, my faithful God, 
    True fountain ever flowing, 
Without whom nothing is, 
    All perfect gifts bestowing: 
Give me a healthy frame, 
    And may I have within 
A conscience free from blame, 
    A soul unstained by sin. 

 
2 Grant me the strength to do 

    With ready heart and willing 
Whatever You command, 
    My calling here fulfilling; 
That I do what I should 
    While trusting You to bless 
The outcome for my good, 
    For You must give success. 

 
3 Keep me from saying words 

    That later need recalling; 
Guard me lest idle speech 
    May from my lips be falling; 
But when within my place 
    I must and ought to speak, 
Then to my words give grace 
    Lest I offend the weak. 

 
4 Lord, let me win my foes 

    With kindly words and actions, 
And let me find good friends 
    For counsel and correction. 
Help me, as You have taught, 



    To love both great and small 
And by Your Spirit’s might 
    To live in peace with all. 

 
5 Let me depart this life 

    Confiding in my Savior; 
By grace receive my soul 
    That it may live forever; 
And let my body have 
    A quiet resting place 
Within a Christian grave; 
    And let it sleep in peace. 

 
6 And on that final day 

    When all the dead are waking, 
Stretch out Your mighty hand, 
    My deathly slumber breaking. 
Then let me hear Your voice, 
    Redeem this earthly frame, 
And bid me to rejoice 
    With those who love Your name. 

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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