
Welcome 
 
Prelude 
 
Opening Hymn 
915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us 

1 Today Your mercy calls us 
    To wash away our sin. 
However great our trespass, 
    Whatever we have been, 
However long from mercy 
    Our hearts have turned away, 
Your precious blood can wash us 
    And make us clean today. 

 
2 Today Your gate is open, 

    And all who enter in 
Shall find a Father’s welcome 
    And pardon for their sin. 
The past shall be forgotten, 
    A present joy be giv’n, 
A future grace be promised, 
    A glorious crown in heav’n. 

 
3 Today our Father calls us; 

    His Holy Spirit waits; 
His blessèd angels gather 
    Around the heav’nly gates. 
No question will be asked us 
    How often we have come; 
Although we oft have wandered, 
    It is our Father’s home. 

 
4 O all-embracing Mercy, 

    O ever-open Door, 
What should we do without You 
    When heart and eye run o’er? 
When all things seem against us, 
    To drive us to despair, 
We know one gate is open, 
    One ear will hear our prayer. 

Text: Oswald Allen, 1816–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Invocation 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in 

the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, 
word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy 
of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
Kneel/Stand 



 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 
P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which 

You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive 
our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 51:2–6; antiphon: v. 1 
P  Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
C  Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 
P  For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 
C  Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your 
judgment. 
P  Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
C  Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 
C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
P  Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
 

Salutation and Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P We pray. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your 
children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all 
Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 12:1–6 
1You will say in that day: 
“I will give thanks to you, O LORD, for though you were angry with me, our anger turned away, that you might comfort me. 
2“Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, and he has become my 
salvation.” 

 3With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 4And you will say in that day: 
“Give thanks to the LORD, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the peoples, proclaim that his name is exalted. 
5“Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; let this be made known in all the earth. 
6Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” 

  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 2 Corinthians 5:16–21 
 16From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard 
him thus no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 18All this is from 
God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20Therefore, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who 
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Choir Anthem (8:30am)                                            A Place in the Valley   Price & Besig 
 

Verse of the Day Luke 15:22a, 24a 
P  The father said to his servants, “This my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.” 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 15:1–3, 11b–32 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 



C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. 2And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man 
receives sinners and eats with them.” 
 3So he told them this parable: . . . 
 “There was a man who had two sons. 12And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to 
me.’ And he divided his property between them. 13Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far 
country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living. 14And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and 
he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16And 
he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. 
 17“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with 
hunger! 18I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 19I am no longer worthy to 
be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ 20And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his 
father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, 
and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24For this my son was 
dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate. 
 25“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26And he called one of the 
servants and asked what these things meant. 27And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because 
he has received him back safe and sound.’ 28But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 29but he answered his 
father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might 
celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for 
him!’ 31And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your 
brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits 
at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Hymn of the Day 
543 What Wondrous Love Is This 

1 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
    What wondrous love is this 
    That caused the Lord of bliss 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 

 
2 When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, 
    When I was sinking down 
    Beneath God’s righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul. 

 
3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 
    To God and to the Lamb, 
    Who is the great I AM, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing. 

 
4 And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 
    And when from death I’m free, 
    I’ll sing His love for me, 



And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 
And through eternity I’ll sing on. 

Text: A General Selection of . . . Hymns and Spiritual Songs, 1811, Lynchburg, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon                                                                         “Welcome Home!” Luke 13:1-3 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 

everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love 
shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might 
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and 
death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus  LSB 208 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
  
At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice on the mountain; yet, in mercy You provided a ram as a substitute. 
We give You thanks that on Calvary You spared not Your only Son but sent Him to offer His life as a ransom for many. 
  
As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our father, to trust in Your promise now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei  LSB 210 
C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 



    You take the sin of the world away; 
    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
  
2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    You take the sin of the world away; 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
    And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Distribution 
 

Distribution Hymn 
570 Just as I Am, without One Plea 

1 Just as I am, without one plea 
But that Thy blood was shed for me 
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
2 Just as I am and waiting not 

To rid my soul of one dark blot, 
To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
3 Just as I am, though tossed about 

With many_a conflict, many_a doubt, 
Fightings and fears within, without, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
4 Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 

Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
Yea, all I need, in Thee to find, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown 

Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789–1871 
Text: Public domain 

 

The Dismissal 
 

Post Communion Hymn 
643 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 

1 Sent forth by God’s blessing, 
    Our true faith confessing, 
The people of God from His dwelling take leave. 
    The Supper is ended. 
    O now be extended 
The fruits of this service in all who believe. 
    The seed of His teaching, 
    Receptive souls reaching, 
Shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
    His grace did invite us, 
    His love shall unite us 
To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call. 

 
2 With praise and thanksgiving 

    To God ever-living, 



The tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face. 
    Our faith ever sharing, 
    In love ever caring, 
Embracing His children of each tribe and race. 
    With Your feast You feed us, 
    With Your light now lead us; 
Unite us as one in this life that we share. 
    Then may all the living 
    With praise and thanksgiving 
Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear. 

Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916–97, alt. 
Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110433993 

 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart 
744 Amazing Grace sts. 1–5 

1 Amazing grace—how sweet the sound— 
    That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost but now am found, 
    Was blind but now I see! 

 
2 The Lord has promised good to me, 

    His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 
    As long as life endures. 

 
3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares 

    I have already come; 
His grace has brought me safe thus far, 
    His grace will lead me home. 

 
4 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail 

    And mortal life shall cease, 
Amazing grace shall then prevail 
    In heaven’s joy and peace. 

 
5 When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 

    Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
    Than when we’d first begun. 

Text (sts. 1–4): John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.; (st. 5): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, Richmond 
Text: Public domain 
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